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tunes. After a short rest at Rosetta, to give time for the preparation of transports in the Bay of Aboukir, General Belliard's army, with all its followers, and even most of their horses, were embarked between the 3ist of July and the 7th of August, and they were escorted by British men-of-war to the ports of France."
The conduct both of Belliard and of the French in joyfully surrendering would be unintelligible if we did not possess the following extracts from the letters of various officers and men of the French army, which Count Yorck von Wartenburgh has collected. The "Army of Italy" left behind in Egypt by its great chief had become infected with nostalgia as with a mortal disease, and, hankering as they were both for home and for service under Napoleon, it was a pleasure to them to surrender themselves when they found that they could not defeat the hitherto despised English. The blows inflicted by Sir Ealph Abercromby on the pride of an army that looked back to the first great campaign of Napoleon as their heritage of glory, had shattered the only bond that held them together.
Most of the following letters seem to have been written whilst Napoleon was still in Egypt. As long as he was there, his presence and the prestige of victory prevented this humour seriously affecting the efficiency of the army as a corporate body. It was utterly impossible for Belliard to have fought to the bitter end with troops of this temper.
" This is a land of misery. The inhabitants are savages, who have in every way incurred the curse of nature ; they have not one thing in their favour. In every village of Lower Egypt one is, so to speak, in the midst of a band of murderers." No sooner did the troops enter the first town than they came to theshall ride in to see him.
